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vealed to the Gurus, from Guru Nanak to Guru Rain
Das, and after wards to my self, is written in the holy
Granth Sahib. The hymns which find a place in it
are not disrespectful to any Hindu incarnation or
any Muhammadan prophet. It is certainly stated
that prophets, priests, and incarnations are the handi-
work of the Immortal God, whose limit none can
find. My main object is the spread of truth and
the destruction of falsehood ; and if, in pursuance
of this object, this perishable body must depart, I
shall account it great good fortune.'

The Emperor made no reply, but rose and left the
hall of audience. After this a magistrate informed
the Guru that he must pay the fine or be imprisoned
in default. When the Sikhs of Lahore heard this
decision, they proposed to unite and raise a sub-
scription to discharge the Guru's obligation. The
Guru would not agree, and sent them word, that who-
ever contributed to pay the fine imposed on him
should be deemed a pervert, and would for the
sake of momentary gratification imperil his future
salvation. Men devoted to religion, the Guru said,
never paid fines. Fines were for thieves, adulterers,
slanderers, and robbers. As the Guru would not
allow the fine to be paid, he was placed under the
surveillance of Chandu. The qazis and Brahmans
offered the Guru the alternative of being put to
death or of expunging the alleged objectionable
passages in the Granth Sahib and inserting the
praises of Muhammad and of the Hindu deities.

The Guru replied, ' The Granth Sahib hath been
compiled to confer on men happiness and not misery
in this world and in the next. It fs impossible to
write it anew, and make the omissions and altera-
tions you require/ On hearing this the Guru's
enemies concluded that he would yield to no ordinary
threats, so they put fetters on him, and began to
torture him in various ways. They poured burning
sand on him, seated him in red-hot caldrons, and